The Germany (1) and Czech Republic Diaries

Wed 30/07/2008 Munich

We arrived in Gauting (suburb of Munich) late aghti Despite the late hour, Helga and
Ingo prepared a toast of sparkling Italian winedtebrate David’s return after 22 years
to the Fatherland (and 17 years since J was in dhuennd 16 years since we both last
saw Helga).

Thurs 31/07/08 Munich

We spent the day catching up on old news with Hatghwent for a walk around
Gauting. Interestingly, the archaeologists are lasrwell as excavation work for a new
building recently revealed Roman artefacts (heheadevelopment has ceased). There

are Roman ruins everywhere in Europe so the madkeyrdeveloper has to factor in costs
for this now.

Fri 01/07/2008 Munich
Today we caught the train from Gauting into Munigtvisit some of David’s old haunts.
Munich is full of tourists! Had lunch at the Auginer Keller (see photo).




In the afternoon we caught the trairdlachau(another suburb of Munich). There is a
very good museum here although all but one of dmeentration camp huts has been
torn down. There is a very emotive sculpture whibhve photographed and included
here as well as the slogan over the gate “Work sgka free”.
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Sat 02/08/2008 Munich

Most of this day was spent visiting travel agertstg/ing to make arrangements for our
trip to the Baltic states as we have decided itld/t»e best to do an organised tour.
Dinner was traditional German fare at a nice GatishGauting.

Sun 03/08/2008

Traditional German brunch at a gaushof in a paitetebrate Helga’s son-in-law Jushi’'s
40" birthday. The Germans are very international peao speak many languages
including English. Their manners, organisation hodpitality is impeccable. The
weather and food is the best by far that we hacewntered in Europe and despite
thinking it would be expensive, Germany is chedpan Ireland and food is cheaper and
much better than in Spain! After brunch we viditee old institute where David learnt
German (now a hotel) and then went to Tegernseke{lLfar afternoon tea (See photos).
This trip involved a relatively short drive througkautiful countryside and forests. All
along this road there are separate bike pathsmatmy cyclists.

On the way home we travelled via the mountainsufincAustria for about 10 minutes
which is actually quite close to Munich.

Note: The numbers of Germans one sees out riding icdbatryside is amazing. There
are hundreds of bikes at every railway stationiarttle city and village squares. Itis a
very bike friendly country and bikes at the mainame of transportation for many people.



Mon 04/08/2008
We spent most of today finalising our trip to Pragu

Tues 05/08/2008 Prague

We took the train to Prague (6 hours). As sooweasrossed the border into the Czech
Republic the standard of living, the quality of thalding etc dramatically declined.
Germany is an amazingly clean, affluent countrgbmparison. D (and I) are now
wondering why he left. We ended up with an apantn®® metres from the top of
Wenceslas Square and were out and about in theyigte afternoon. Prague is called
the “Paris of the East” and it is easy to see Wje simply walked around - looking at
churches, the old town square and across the Gharigge at dusk. D was stunned at
the number of tourists. 30 years ago he drovednsnto the old town square and parked
in the centre. Now there are very few cars incietre of Prague (presumably because
traffic is controlled). We did not hire a car to lgere as we were told that many car hire
companies will not rent you a car (or you pay éhbigoremium) because of car theft in
Prague due to the Russian mafia etc

Found a great pub nearby for a typical Czech dinner

Wed 06/08/2008 Prague

We headed for the Charles Bridge and the royakpada the other side at 7.15 this
morning as we had read about how you can barelyerfmvtourists at these two sites.
This was a good move as we got photos with verydeaple around. We saw the royal
guard parade out of the palace and got to St \dtagch before many people were
around. We were first in the door of the palataree hours later, when we were
leaving, we could not believe the length of the tpuget into the palace and the church.






We went back to the old town square for lunch (algsh) and then in the afternoon went
to the Jewish Museum and the Jewish Cemetery ihghg of Prague. In the museum
there is a wonderful display of the art work of teldren of the Terezin Concentration
Camp. An art teacher in the camp taught the adnldo draw and carefully catalogue
what they had been asked to drawn. Two suitcadstbe arawings were found sometime
after the war and some of these are in the musé&iadly the art teacher died in
Auschwitz. The Jewish cemetery is one where Jepesiple have been buried in a small
plot of land for many years and some of the headst@re very old.

Later in the day we went on a river cruise to geifferent look at Prague which has
many beautiful bridges along the river. The ciigituated on both sides so there is much
to see.

Thurs 07/08/2008 Prague

Again we were up early and headed off on a bugdriperezin (about 45 minutes from
Prague). The little town of Terezin is virtuallggerted now but there was a Jewish
ghetto in the town centre during the war. Plusplanmedieval fort outside the town was
used by the Nazis as a concentration camp fromhygople from many countries were
sent to Auschwitz. The visit to this place wasyweell organised, very informative and
shocking as the camp has not been dismantled@alau). One of the most chilling
things about Terezin is that the Red Cross obsemisited this place twice during the
war and were fooled on both occasions by the Nazis.

There is an international cemetery outside thesagflthe old fortress and there is a
museum in the township which is very impressivendludes some of the art work of



the children of Terezin, as well as other importiaplays including a diary etc that was
recently found in a roof in Terezin. At the stafrthe museum visit they showed us the
propaganda film the Nazis made at Terezin to sih@\Red Cross observers.

After returning from Terezin we spent some moreetjost walking along the river and
around the city.



Fri 08/08/2008 Prague to Munich

This morning we went to the National Museum whidmsyust around the corner at the
top of Wenceslas Square. This is a beautiful Inglehside and much to David’'s dismay
the bullet/cannon fire holes in the outside oftthéding have been patched up. This is
the building the Russians fired on and when Daagd $aw this building (more than 30
years ago) the Czech government had vowed theydwmuer repair the damage. Times
change but it was very evident during our 3 dayt W&t the Czechs are pleased to be
free of communism.



We headed back to Munich again by train. We are@xhausted now!

On On
Jen (JoJo) & David (Layup)



